said Seminar.

I am grateful to Dr. Andreas D1 Souza, Director, Henry Martyn Institute of Islamic
Studies, Hyderabad, who went through the manuscript and gave valuable suggestions.
I also acknowledge with thanks suggestions made by my colleagues in HSHT. I
must, however, admit that I have not been able to accept some suggestions,
particularly those for omitting some points. For, in my opinion a brochure purporting
to be an aid to dialogue should contain all points of view, however controversial
some of them may be. I do hope that my colleagues in HSHT will understand my
action in the spirit of our commitment to genuine interaction.

I am aware of the difficulties and pitfalls in summarising the profound messages
and teachings of the three religions which have been elaborated over the centuries
by several learned men through commentaries. I do not therefore claim that this
presentation is either complete or comprehensive. I plead with the reader to pardon
me for any deficiency or bias that may have unconsciously crept in. If the following
chapters arouse in the readers sufficient interest and ability to carry on a dialogue
and to discover the important commonalities that are essential for harmonious living
and satisfactory accounting before the Almighty on the appointed day, I shall feel
amply rewarded.

I wish to record my thanks to Shri S. Malleshwar Rao, who typed the manuscript
more than once speedily and efficiently.

Hyderabad, February 1997

M. RAMAKRISHNAYYA
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